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Spring 1906 A.J. Small, curator of the Law Department of the Iowa State Law Library, issues a call to other state 

librarians, suggesting that they get together at the upcoming meeting of the American Library 

Association “to consider the advisability of a separate organization of law librarians.” 

July 2, 1906   AALL is formed at Narragansett Pier, R.I., during the annual conference of the American Library 

Association. Twenty-four librarians had responded to Small’s message. 

How well some of us recall that first meeting in which we sat together in the lobby and parlors of the 

Hotel Mathewson, with a single purpose in view—that of making [law] librarianship a profession 

rather than simply holding a job. . . . How eagerly we set about to form an organization, having no 

ideas as to its extent and possibilities, but we were firmly convinced that an organization was 

necessary for the advancement of the libraries and cooperative work among the law librarians. — 

A.J. Small, “Reflections,” 24 Law Libr. J. 12 (1931). 

May 24-28, 1907 The 2nd Annual Meeting is held in Asheville, N.C. President Small reports that the Association has 

grown dramatically since its formation, now numbering 77 members. 

June 22-24, 1908 The first issue of the Index to Legal Periodicals and Law Library Journal (published under one cover) 

is exhibited to the membership during the 3rd Annual Meeting, held on the shores of Lake 

Minnetonka in Minnesota. 

December 1908 The Index to Legal Periodicals, issued in conjunction with the Law Library Journal, is published for 

the first time under the auspices of AALL. 

June 26-July 2, 1912 The 7th Annual Meeting is the first to be held in Canada, with members convening at the New Hotel 

St. Laurien in Ottawa. 

1914 Having begun to print ILP in April 1912, the H.W. Wilson Company assumes the business 

management duties related to the Index to Legal Periodicals. 

1915 The first committee on the Index to Legal Periodicals and Law Library Journal is appointed, with 

Franklin O. Poole as chairman. 
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April 13, 1920 For the first time, a private law firm librarian, Mrs. F.A. Ballard of Haight, Sanford, Smith & Griffin in 

New York City, appears on the Association’s annual membership list published in the 
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of the Law Library Journal, appearing in Volume 25, Number 3. 

June 29, 1934 The membership of AALL unanimously adopts a resolution directing the officers to go forward with 

the Roalfe Plan, taking the first official step toward implementing its proposals. 

[The Roalfe Expansion Plan] is a matter that is probably of greater importance to the Association 

than anything else that has ever been before it, certainly since the early days of the Association, 

when we were considering the matter of starting the Index to Legal Periodicals. — Ernest A. Feazel, 

past president, opening discussion of the Report of the Committee on an Expansion Program at the 

1932 Annual Meeting, 25 Law Libr. J. 192 (1932). 

December 29, 1934 The Association of American Law Schools gives its formal endorsement of AALL’s expansion program 

embodied in the Roalfe Plan by a unanimously adopted resolution at its business meeting in Chicago. 

September 23, 1935 The Association is incorporated in the District of Columbia, with Richard C. DeWolf (Library of 

Congress), Mary Alice Matthews (Carnegie Endowment for International Peace), and Helen Newman 

(George Washington University) serving as incorporators. One of the fruits of incorporation is the 

ability to accept grants. Later in the year the Carnegie Foundation awards $5,000 to AALL for the 

expansion of the Law Library Journal. 

January 1936 For the first time, the Index to Legal Periodicals and the Law Library Journal are published 

separately, following a recommendation of the Roalfe Plan. 

October 1937 Ten law librarians meeting at the University of North Carolina agree to organize the North Carolina 

Law Librarians. This group is destined to become AALL’s first chapter in 1940. Its name is 

subsequently changed to Carolinas Chapter and finally to Southeastern Association of Law Librarians 

in 1954. 

Regardless of . . . proximity, each library, librarian and institution [in North Carolina] stood as a 

separate unit and operated on its individual standards. The librarians felt hopelessly isolated 

professionally. . . . [Those forming the North Carolina Law Librarians decided] . . . that meeting 





 
 

 
 

5 

institutes, the first of which is offered at University of California at Los Angeles in 1953. 

December 1952 The organizational meeting of the Southern California Association of Law Libraries is held at the 

University of Southern California with 15 librarians in attendance. The Association is granted chapter 

status at the 1953 Annual Meeting in Los Angeles. 

April 1953 Current Publications in Legal and Related Fields is published as a supplement to the “Current 

Publications” section of the Law Library Journal. Fred B. Rothman acts as business manager for the 

new nonprofit publication. 

June 1953 AALL’s Scholarship and Grants Program is initiated with contributions from law book publishers for 

awards to assist recipients in attending AALL institutes and annual meetings. By 1993, the program 

has expanded to include the awarding of 28 individual scholarships, 11 grants to the Winter Institute 

and 48 grants to the Annual Meeting in Boston. 

June 30-July 3, 1953 
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Miss Margaret Coonan presented to Gilson Glasier, the Association’s only active charter member, as 

a representative of the founding fathers, a silver tray in recognition of the services which that group 

had performed. — “Golden Jubilee Banquet,” 49 Law Libr. J. 482 (1956). 

June 24, 1959 William R. Roalfe is elected first president of the International Association of Law Libraries at the 

organizational meeting of the IALL held at the Association of the Bar of the City of New York; he will 

serve until 1962. The AALL Executive Board, acting on the recommendation of the Special Committee 

on the Creation of the IALL chaired by Roalfe, had invited all people interested in attending this 

meeting to consider creating an international group. 

June 25, 1959 At the Closing Luncheon session of the 52nd Annual Meeting in New York City, President Ervin 

Pollack presents special citations to Helen Newman, William Roalfe and Miles O. Price for their 

“outstanding contributions and dedicated services ... to the law library profession and to the 

Association.” 

February 1960 The first issue of the Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals is published by the Institute for Advanced 

Legal Studies at the University of London, in cooperation with AALL. 

April 1960 The first two numbers of the AALL Publications Series appear, containing the proceedings of the 1959 

AALL Institute. 

1961 Elizabeth Finley, law librarian for Covington and Burling in Washington, D.C., becomes the first 

private firm librarian to be elected AALL president. When she joined AALL in 1939, only one other 

firm librarian was listed on the membership rolls. 

Elizabeth was one of a kind. Never suffering fools gladly, she always gave as good as she got, was a 

tenacious advocate of any cause she loved as her long devotion to the work of the AALL plainly 

demonstrated. . . . [S]he started to work [for AALL] the minute she learned of its existence. . . . Beside 

her concern for this then relatively neglected group [of private law librarians], she willingly 

assumed many jobs earlier and later that were short on glamour but long on detail and hard work. . 

. . — Jack Ellenberger, “Memorial: Elizabeth Finley,” 73 Law Libr. J. 738 (1980). 

March 1964 The first edition of the Biographical Directory of Law Librarians in the United States and Canada is 

published by West Publishing Company for AALL. Data is provided for 533 professional law 

librarians. Later editions appear in 1971 (733 entries), 1977 (1,220), 1984 (1,800) and 1992 (2,500). 

June 16–17, 1964 At a special meeting in New York called by President Harry S. Bitne
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June 29, 1964 The Association approved a proposal to establish a permanent AALL Headquarters site in Chicago. 

The Headquarters Fund Drive is officially opened at the 57th Annual Meeting in St. Louis to raise the 

money needed to set up the AALL Headquarters. Its goal:  to raise $220,000 by 1967. The fund-

raising campaign is chaired by Eileen Murphy from General Motors Legal Library. Later in the year, 

AALL will move into quarters on the 12th floor of the historic Monadnock Building, 53 W. Jackson 

Blvd., in the downtown Chicago loop, where it will remain for 45 years, until moving to a new Chicago 

location in spring 2009. 

July 4, 1966 At the 59th Annual Meeting in Los Angeles, the final report of the Committee on Certification, chaired 

by Mary Oliver of the University of North Carolina, is
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under the direction of President Jack Ellenberger. Covering the society’s history as well as procedures 

for officers and committees, it is the first such manual to be published by a chapter. 

January 1970 The first issue of the AALL Newsletter is published, replacing the President’s Newsletter. It is 

designed to provide a more frequent and regular means of communication within the Association. Its 

first editor is Mario P. Goderich from the University of Miami Law School. 

May 1970 The first Statistical Survey of Law School Libraries is published in 63 Law Libr. J 267-272 (1970). It 

is compiled by the Statistics Committee under the Chairman Alfred J. Lewis from the University of 

California at Davis. 

June 26, 1970 
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June 16, 1982 Margaret Moody is honored with a special certificate in recognition of her editorship of the Harvard 

Annual Legal Bibliography from 1969 to 1981 and her distinguished contribution to law 

librarianship. 

September 1982 Proceedings of the 74th Annua
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expansion of the Nominating Committee from five to seven members, expansion of term of service to 

two years, and a direction to nominate at least two candidates for each office. 

May 1984 The Special Committee on Financial Planning, formed in 1982 by AALL President Leah Chanin and 

chaired by Lorraine A. Kulpa, issues its Final Report analyzing the fiscal condition of the Association 

and making recommendations to assure its future financial health. The report is published at 77 Law 

Libr. J. 386-402 (1984-85). 

July 1984 The 4th edition of the Biographical Directory of the American Association of Law Libraries is 

published for the Association by the West Publishing company. Edited by Gail M. Daly and Suzanne 

Nevin of the University of Minnesota Law Library, it contains about 1,800 entries. 

July 2, 1984 The Colorado Consortium of Law Libraries becomes AALL’s 26th chapter after a vote of the members 

attending the 77th Annual Meeting in San Diego. The name is soon changed to Colorado Association 

of Law Libraries (CoALL). 

July 4, 1984 Marian Gould Gallagher, past president of AALL and professor of law and law librarian emeritus at 

the University of Washington, receives the first-ever AALL Distinguished Service Award at the Closing 
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July 7-10, 1985 The 78th Annual Meeting, with a grand total of 2,336 attendees, is the largest AALL convention to 

date, breaking the attendance mark set in Washington in 1981. Chief organizers for the New York City 

affair are Diana Vincent-Daviss, program chairperson, and Jack Ellenberger, in charge of local 

arrangements. 

July 9, 1985 At the Annual Meeting in New York City, Dan Dabney, Fred R. Shapiro and Arturo L. Torres present 

their winning papers in AALL’s initial Call for Papers competition. Judges are Roger Jacobs, Margaret 

Leary and Donald Ziegenfuss. 

August 1985 The AALL Newsletter, under the editorship of Mary Lu Linnane from DePaul University, is typeset for 

the first time in its history with the August 1985 issue (Vol. 17, No. 1). 

November 1985 The Special Committee on the Future of AALL, formed in 1983 by AALL President Kathleen Price and 
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1990–94 Strategic Plan of the American Association of Law Libraries,” 22 AALL Newsl. 201 

(December 1990). 

July 22, 1991 The Law Library Association of Alabama is approved by a vote of the membership as the 30th AALL 

chapter at the business meeting held during the Annual Meeting in New Orleans. The membership 

also approves a resolution increasing SIS dues from $5 to $12, the first such increase since the 

inception of the special Interest sections in 1976. 

July 22, 1991 Past presidents Connie Bolden and Morris Cohen are honored along with Anthony Grech, first winner 

of the Andrews Bibliographical Award in 1967, as the 1991 recipients of the Gallagher Distinguished 

Service Award. A special Presidential Award is presented to Patrick Kehoe at the Opening Luncheon 

in New Orleans recognizing his service as Law Library Journal business manager from 1975-1991. 

April 1992 The Executive Board, acting upon the recommendations of the Special Committee on Public Relations 

chaired by Edgar Bellefontaine, creates the position of public relations coordinator, along with a 

supporting advisory committee and a substantial budgetary allocation, in order to establish an 

ongoing public relations program for the Association. Frank Houdek is subsequently appointed as the 

first coordinator. 

May 1992 The National Legal Resources Committee, chaired by Claire Germain, publishes a plan approved by 

the Executive Board in April, titled “Training Foreign and International Law Librarians: The Next 

Generation.” The plan calls for conducting a sequence of five institutes over a three-year period, 

covering all areas of foreign and international law. The 1993 Winter Institute, “Introduction to 

Foreign Legal Systems,” co-directed by Richard Danner and Marie-Louise Bernal and presented at the 

Library of Congress on February 3-6, 1993, is the first course to be offered. 

July 19, 1992 Phyllis Marion, cited as a “role model for an entire generation of law librarians in technical services,” 

is awarded the first Renee D. Chapman Memorial Award for Outstanding Contributions in Technical  

Services Law Librarianship at the business meeting of the Technical Services SIS, a group she helped 

found in 1978. 

July 20, 1992 In her annual report to the membership, Executive Director Judy Genesen announces that the 

Association has recently surpassed 5,000 total members. It is later reported that the San Francisco 

Annual Meeting is the biggest single gathering of AALL members in history, with nearly 2,100 

registered for the convention. 

July 22, 1992 President Carolyn Ahearn introduces a new means for members to communicate with AALL 

leadership—the Open Forum. Conducted at the conclusion of the General Business Meeting, the 
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July 23, 1992 The Executive Board recognizes the Council of Newsletter Editors as a formal component of AALL 

and agrees to appoint a liaison from the board to oversee its activities and provide guidance. 

December 1992 The fifth edition of the Biographical Directory of the American Association of Law Libraries is 

published for the Association by West Publishing Company. Edited and produced by Shackelford & 

Associates—Systems Design, it contains more than 2,500 listings. 

April 18-24, 1993 
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scholarship honors John Johnson, a director at Mead and longtime law library supporter, who died in 

January 1994. 

July 7, 1994 “The Strategic Challenge 1994-
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by Robert Berring, Kathryn Downing and Toni Carbo Bearman, while Deputy Associate Attorney 

General, Paul Friedman confronts “Finding Justice in Cyberspace” during his keynote address. The 

proceedings of the conference are later published in the AALL Publications Series, Number 51. 

If everyone learned only half as much as I did during the conference, you will have advanced 

discussion of important legal information issues a great deal.— Letter from Paul Friedman, deputy 
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members and the larger legal community. Director of Publications Peter Beck serves as editor of the 

new publication. 

October 1996 Access to Government Information in the Electronic Age 
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December 1997 
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is awarded to college graduates with law library experience who are members of a minority group and 

are degree candidates in accredited library or law schools and who intend to have a career in law 

librarianship. In June 2002, Mary Tu Thai, a first-year law student and former staff member of the 

Santa Clara County Law Library in San Jose, California, will become the first recipient of the newly 

endowed Strait Minority Scholarship. 

June 2001 AALL membership soared to its highest count on record—5,149— consisting of 5,068 dues-paying 

members, three honorary members and 78 life members. Since June 1, 2000, 598 new members, 

including 62 students, joined AALL. 

June 21, 2001 Sania Battalova of Kyrgyz Republic is announced as the first recipient of the FCIL- SIS Schaffer Grant 

for Foreign Librarians, established to provide financial assistance to foreign librarians attending the 

AALL Annual Meeting. Ellen Schaffer, librarian at the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in 

Hamburg, Germany, provided a substantial donation to establish the grant in the belief that foreign 

attendees enrich AALL events by sharing their global perspectives. 

January 17, 2002 Kay E. Newman, director of the Spokane County Law Library, is announced as the first recipient of 

the Institute for Court Management Scholarship established to encourage law librarians to attend the 

Court Executive Development Program at the Institute for Court Management, the premier 

educational program for court administration, sponsored by the National Center for State Courts in 

Williamsburg, Virginia. The scholarship was established in 1999–2000 with a donation from former 

AALL Executive Board member Marcia J. Koslov. 

May 23, 2002 Tanya Brown, head librarian at Spiegel & McDiarmid in Washington, D.C., and Donna Nixon, 

reference librarian at the Kathrine R. Everett Law Library at the University of North Carolina, are 

selected as co-recipients of the new Minority Leadership Development Award. They each receive 

$1,500 to attend the AALL Annual Meeting, providing the opportunity to team with experienced 

AALL leaders who will serve as their mentors and to serve on AALL committees. 

June 13, 2002 The Colorado Association of Law Libraries (“As We Enter the New Millennium” annual institute) and 

Law Librarians of New England (seven part “Introduction to Legal Research”) are announced as the 

first recipients of the inaugural Chapter Professional Development Awards. Newly created in 2001, 

the awards honor professional development programs created by chapters for their members and 

others and recognize both individual programs or workshops of a half day or more and 

comprehensive programs of up to a year in length. 

July 24, 2002 In recognition of his “extraordinary contributions to law librarianship and to the Association,” 

honorary membership is bestowed upon Roger H. Parent who will retire as AALL’s executive director 

on Dec. 31, 2002. 

July 24, 2002 Upon receiving the gavel at the Closing Banquet of the 95th Annual Meeting in Orlando from 

President Barbara Bintliff, Carol Avery Nicholson, Assistant Director for Technical Services of the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Law Library, takes office as the first African American to 
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serve as AALL president. She will later write that “my most satisfying and enjoyable position was 

having the opportunity to be the first person of color to serve as AALL president.” 

October 2002 AALL members vote to approve the Executive Board proposal to raise membership dues by $45, 

phased in over three years. Dues will rise from the current annual amount of $145 to $190 in June 

2005. The proposal was designed “to combat declining revenues and provide a more stable financial 

foundation for AALL” (AALL Press Release, October 2, 2002). 

October 15, 2002 Susan E. Fox, formerly CEO of the Society of American Archivists, becomes AALL’s fourth executive 

director. She will succeed Roger H. Parent, executive director since September 1993, who will retire 

on Dec. 31, 2002. Fox is profiled in the December 2002 issue of AALL Spectrum, while Parent is 

honored by several articles in the October 2002 issue. 

November 2002 The AALL Executive Board approves the AALL Guide to Fair Business Practices for Legal Publishers; 

the guide is later published as a supplement to AALL Spectrum and posted to AALLNET. The board 

also disbands the Special Committee on Fair Business Practices and authorizes creation of a Fair 

Business Practices Implementation Task Force to guide the distribution and promotion of the new 

guide as the accepted standard in the industry, and to monitor its ongoing interpretation, revision, 

and evaluation. See Carol Avery Nicholson, New Year Promises Challenges, Opportunities, AALL 

Spectrum, February 2003, at 4. 

December 2002 Beyond the Boundaries, the report of the Special Committee on the Future of Law Libraries in the 

Digital Age, co-chaired by Rita Reusch and Gail Warren, is published. The committee was charged 

with exploring the issues surrounding “the evolution of virtual and physical law libraries” and 

“outlining different scenarios or models to describe the law library of the future.” 

As law libraries operate in an increasingly virtual world, the notion of physical boundaries changes 

dramatically. But . . . the boundaries of the law library of the future will change in other ways as well: 

in assuming new roles, providing new and different services, partnering with other units in various 

organizations and collaborating with external entities. The law library of the future must be flexible 

and innovative in defining the boundaries of its mission, but it must do so in light of the mission and 

direction of its parent organization. — Special Comm. on the Future of Law Libraries in the Future, 

American Association of Law Libraries, Beyond the Boundaries 1 (2002). 

April 2003 The Executive Board approves the AALL “Statement on the Value Added to Organizations by Law 

Librarians” drafted by the Public Relations Committee. Designed to help educate colleagues and 

employers, the statement focuses on four key areas of librarian expertise that benefit organizations: 

evaluating information, managing information, researching and teaching/training. 

RESOLVED, that the American Association of Law Libraries strongly opposes those provisions of 

the USA PATRIOT Act and of any other current or future legislation, regulations, or guidelines that 

erode the privacy and confidentiality of library users; and, be it further RESOLVED, that the 

American Association of Law Libraries opposes any legislation, regulations or guidelines that have 
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the effect of suppressing the free and open exchange of ideas and information. — AALL Resolution 

on the USA PATRIOT Act and Related Measures that Infringe on the Rights of Library Users (April 3, 

2004) 

July 14, 2003 The membership approves a change in the Bylaws to shorten the Association’s nominations and 

elections schedule. Beginning with the nominations and elections in 2004 for the officers and board 

members who will ta
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Community,” a nationwide photo contest to document law librarians working, meeting, teaching, and 

doing all that they normally do in their daily jobs. Fifty-five members from 47 different law libraries 

across the country submit more than 180 photos to the contest, sponsored by the Public Relations 

Commit
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served as AALL’s Washington Affairs Representative from 1989 until his death. He also served as 

president in 2000
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improving the profession of law librarianship. 

April 11, 2011 Julie M. Strandlie begins serving as AALL’s Director of Government Relations, replacing Mary Alice 

Baish who left the position in January 2011 to become assistant public printer (superintendent of 

documents) for the U.S. Government Printing Office. Strandlie formerly served as director of 

grassroots operations and legislative counsel for the American Bar Association. 

July 12, 2011 The Uniform Law Commission approves the Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act during its annual 

meeting in Vail, Colorado. The act, inspired by the 2007 AALL National Summit on the 

Authentication of Digital Legal Information convened by then-AALL president Sally Holterhoff, 

requires that when legal material is published in an electronic format only, the material must be 

designated as official. It also mandates that official electronic legal material be authenticated, 

preserved, and made permanently accessible to the public. For her service as the reporter for the 

UELMA drafting committee, Barbara Bintliff will be presented with the 2012 Robert L. Oakley 

Advocacy Award. In April 2012, Colorado will become the first state to enact UELMA. 

July 25, 2011 Dr. Jolande E. Goldberg, Senior Cataloging Policy Specialist for Law Classification at the Library of 

Congress, delivers the first AALL Distinguished Lectureship Award address during the 104th Annual 

Meeting in Philadelphia. In a speech titled “De arte et de jurisprudentia: Some Aspects of Legal 

Iconography,” Goldberg describes how visual presentations closely correlated to the written text were 

frequently used in early legal manuscripts and law books to teach the law pictorially. 

November 3-4, 2011 The Summit on the Future of AALL and Law Librarianship, initiated by President Darcy Kirk and 

organized by a committee chaired by David Mao, is held in Chicago. The Summit focuses discussion 

on the challenges of the environment in which law librarians work. For the subsequent 

implementation phase, a drafting committee chaired by Robyn Hagle will recommend in January 

2012 that the Executive Board formulate strategies to address four overarching goals: advance law 

librarianship’s relevancy through increased visibility; increase AALL’s transparency through 

improved communicat



 
 

 
 

33 



 
 

 
 

34 

November 8, 2014 With a goal of increasing volunteer opportunities and satisfaction, the Executive Board adopts the 

report of the Committee Review Task Force chaired by Ron Wheeler. Included among the 

recommendations to be implemented over the next several months is a reducation in the number of 

standing committees, the addition of juries for selecting AALL award recipients, and increased 

utilization of project-specific, time-limited task forces. 

January 23, 2015 The Association issues “The Economic Value of Law Libraries,” a 42-page research-based report 

developed by the AALL Economic Value of Law Libraries Special Committee, chaired by Bob Oaks, 

working with a study team from HBR Consulting. 

February 26, 2015 “Surveys: When to Use Them and Why,” is the first of AALL’s monthly live educational webinars to be 

offered free to members through a partnership with Wolters Kluwer Law & Business. Webinars were 

previously priced at $30 each for members. 

June 10, 2015 The Executive Board approves name changes requested by two existing special interest sections. The 

Private Law Libraries SIS becomes the Private Law Librarians & Information Professionals Special 

Interest Section (PLLIP-SIS), and the State, Court and County Law Libraries SIS becomes the 

Government Law Libraries Special Interest Section (GLL-SIS). 

August 24, 2015  The Executive Board approves the formation of a new Law Repositories Caucus. 

September 15, 2015 In voting by electronic ballot, AALL members approve a Resolution on Sustainability in Law Libraries 

which was introduced by the Social Responsibilities Special Interest Section and the Environmental  
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(DET-SIS), effective immediately. 

July 18, 2016 During the AALL General Business Meeting, held in Chicago but also shared via live webcast with the 

entire membership, President Keith Ann Stiverson and President-Elect Ronald Wheeler, Jr., unveil 

AALL’s new logo and tagline (“Your Legal Knowledge Network”). This new visual identity of the 

Association is part of the ongoing AALL Rebranding Initiative, whose goal is to establish a consistent 

brand that allows AALL and its members to better communicate the value of the profession. Three 

months later, on October 31, the Association 
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created in August 2016, serves as KnowItAALL’s editor. 

July 14, 2017 President Ronald E. Wheeler Jr. issues a letter to the mayors and directors of convention and visitors 

bureaus of the major cities in Texas which states that “AALL will no longer host meetings in Texas due 

to recent moves by the legislature to discriminate against LGBTQ people.” He pledges that AALL will 

follow this course “until the repeal or reversal of these discriminatory policies.” 

July 18, 2017 The first-ever AALL Innovation Tournament is conducted at the Annual Meeting in Austin, Texas, 

with preselected finalists presenting their innovation plans to audience members and a panel of 

industry judges. Katherine Lowry is named the Judges’ Choice winner for her Attorney-Facing 

Chatbot, and Jennifer Wondracek is selected as the Audience Choice Winner for her Virtual Reality 

Lab with Public Speaking Apps. With Bloomberg Law as a sponsor of the competition, the winners are 

awarded substantial cash prizes to support the development and implementation of their workplace 

innovations.  

November 3, 2017 At its Fall meeting, the Executive Board approves the formation of a new committee to oversee the 

annual award of the George A. Strait scholarship, created in 1990, and a newly established fellowship 

program, also named for Strait, longtime law librarian at Harvard and Iowa and a 1989 recipient of 

the Marian Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service Award. In the new program, each selected fellow 

will be matched with a host institution that can provide a rich and fulfilling work experience. The new 

committee will be appointed in March 2018 and begin work in July 2018. 

 

April 6, 2018 At its Spring meeting, the Executive Board follows2( )-8(o)8(f)272 
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approved by the Executive Board in November 2017, at the annual business meeting conducted 

during the Association’s 111th Annual Meeting & Conference in Baltimore. The BoK is designed to 
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and Future of Information Policy Advocacy at AALL,” which featured both the current Director of 

Government Relations for AALL, Emily Feltren, and the previous longtime Washington Affairs 

Representative, Mary Alice Baish. 

July 17-18 2019 Following the AALL Annual Meeting & Conference in Washington, DC, AALL offers its first Executive 

Leadership Institute at the Georgetown University Law Center to help executives, directors, and 

interim director-level professionals become more effective leaders. The institute gives attendees the 

opportunity to participate in candid, dynamic, and strategic conversations on topics affecting library 

services and legal information, including organizational challenges, changes in the legal landscape, 

and the continued evolution of information services. 

August 30, 2019 Voting electronically, members approve the first revisions to AALL’s Ethical Principles since their 

adoption on April 5, 1999, when they replaced the Association’s Code of Ethics. The Ethical Principles 

Special Committee, appointed by President Femi Cadmus and chaired by Amy Wharton, prepared the 

revisions after a lengthy study which concluded that the existing document, while remaining a solid 

foundation, failed to address the full range of ethical issues facing today’s legal information 

professionals. The Executive Board accepted the revisions in April 2019 and directed that they be sent 

to the membership for consideration. 

April 24, 2020 In an AALL eBriefing, President Michelle Cosby and Executive Director Vani Ungapen announce the 

cancellation of the in-person Annual Meeting and Conference scheduled for July in New Orleans, 

because of continued concerns over the COVID-19 pandemic. This is only the third time in its history 

that the Association has cancelled the Annual Meeting, the other two occurring during World War II. 

Five weeks later, on June 3, another eBriefing will announce that the Association will hold “AALL 

2020 Reimagined,” its first-ever virtual conference, in mid-July. 

June 8, 2020 The Association announces the launch of AALL Consulting Services, a pilot project designed to 

connect members with organizations needing leadership from experienced legal information 

professionals in areas such as competitive intelligence strategy, data analysis and predictive analytics 

strategy, knowledge management systems, library assessment, legal research strategy, project 

management training, benchmarking and environmental scanning, and vendor contract negotiations. 

Under the program, AALL will match members with ten or more years of experience with clients 

based on the specifics of their projects. Femi Cadmus initiated the development of the consulting 

service during her presidential term in 2018–19. 

July 10, 2020 In late spring 2020, the Black Caucus of AALL, originally formed in 2005, submitted a petition 

seeking to change its status to that of a special interest section. In approving this petition at its 

annual summer meeting, conducted virtually because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Executive 

Board created the Black Law Librarians SIS, the Association’s fifteenth section. The petition 

identified the goal of the new entity as furthering the professional development, recruitment and 

social interests of Black law librarians while educating AALL leadership on matters affecting the 

interests of the section’s members. 
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how they can contribute to increasing diversity and inclusion within the profession. 
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